
Sexual Assault on College Campuses

Last month, South Jersey NOW sponsored a showing of the award-winning film “The Hunting 
Ground” at the Moorestown Library.  This deeply moving documentary exposes the high 
incidence of sexual assault on college campuses in the United States and the failure of college 
administrations to adequately deal with it. “The Hunting Ground”, which premiered at the 2015
Sundance Film Festival, is the film for which Lady Gaga recorded an original song, "Til It 
Happens to You," that she sang surrounded by sexual assault survivors at this year’s Academy 
Awards. 

“The Hunting Ground” which is highly recommended viewing, especially for parents or 
grandparents who have students in or about to attend college, focuses on two former 
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill students who filed a Title IX complaint against UNC in
response to their rapes while enrolled. As a result, the use of Title IX in campus sexual assault 
cases became a model for universities across the country.

The agency which deals with sexual assault in our area is CONTACT of Burlington County. 
CONTACT provides trained advocates to accompany sexual assault survivors to hospitals and 
police stations as well as to court (throughout the entire medical and legal process). In addition 
to accompaniments, CONTACT also offers a 24-hour crisis hotline. Both group and individual 
confidential counseling are available free of charge to not only survivors but, their loved ones as
well as they journey through the healing process. CONTACT also provides prevention services 
within the community. The prevention staff addresses social norms and their influences on the 
way we see each other as well as the resulting impacts they have on how we treat other on an 
individual level.

Free sexual assault services are available 24/7 to any Burlington Country resident whose assault
may have occurred recently or in the past. CONTACT’s Sexual Assault Services program has 
been serving survivors of sexual assault since 1998. All services are free and confidential.

Our speakers will be Yanishka (“Nish”) Jean-Pierre and Kimberly McCaffery, Sexual Assault 
Prevention Coordinators at CONTACT. Before earning a psychology degree with honors from 
Rutgers University, Nish served as a sexual assault and domestic violence advocate serving 
several counties in South Jersey. At CONTACT, she is currently the Lead Prevention Coordinator;
facilitating conversations with community members throughout the county.

Prior to her work at CONTACT, Kim was Victim Advocate working with survivors of sexual 
assault and domestic violence. She has presented/facilitated trainings within the U.S. military, 
law enforcement agencies, juvenile justice agencies, youth serving organizations and 
businesses, youth sports programs, public and private high schools and middle schools, after-
school programs, faith-based organizations and churches, and community groups. Throughout 
her career she chaired the Burlington County Coalition for Violence Prevention and served as a 
Director on the Board of the Philadelphia Children's Alliance, the city's accredited Child 
Advocacy Center.

Please join us for an informative and extremely thought-provoking presentation on a crucially 
important topic.


