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Creating Safe and Affirming Communities for Transgender Youth 

with Ashley Chiappano 
 

A 2018 report on transgender youth by the Human Rights Campaign and the University 
of Connecticut reported that only 26 percent LGBTQ teenagers surveyed said they always felt 
safe in their school classrooms, and only five percent thought their teachers and school staff were 
supportive of LGBTQ people. We know that transgender rights are women’s rights - and 
women’s rights include transgender rights - but how do we make trans-equality a reality?  Join us 
on July 17 when Garden State Equality advocate, Ashley Chiappano, presents a mini-workshop 
on “Creating Safe and Affirming Communities for Transgender Youth.” 

The workshop will teach participants about the challenges faced by transgender youth in 
school and community settings and how to advocate for change. After an explanation of state law 
and school policies as they apply to transgender and gender nonconforming youth, she will 
provide tools participants can use to engage their friends, extended family, and community to 
help create safe spaces for trans-youth.  

A parent, advocate, facilitator and trainer, Ashley has worked in the non-profit and public 
service fields for over eight years. As a public servant and child welfare professional, she trained 
and licensed many LGBTQ foster/adoptive parents for the Department of Child Protection and 
Permanency and participated in their Safe Space Program. She took pride in working for an All 
Children-All Family recognized state that welcomes and celebrates LGBTQ families. She 
educated and trained families in areas related to trauma, child development, abuse/neglect. Prior 
to this work, she was a Resource Family Advocate at Foster and Adoptive Family services, 
where her focus was to educate, advocate and assist families by utilizing CP&P policy to resolve 
issues and create positive change.  

Ashley received her B.A. in Communication-Public Relations and Journalism from 
Monmouth University in 2005 and her M.A. in Human Service from Capella University in 2010. 
She loves educating others on how to make schools safer for LGBTQ youth and is committed to 
creating safe and affirming school environments. Ashley enjoys spending her free time going on 
adventures with her four amazing kids.   

Thank you to Elaine Engulli, Professor of Business Law, Emerita at Stockton University 
for providing this brief synopsis.  

Please join us—and bring a friend—to what promises to be an enlightening evening. As 
always, our Program Meeting begins at 7:30 is open to the public and is held in the basement 
meeting hall at the First Baptist Church in Moorestown.  


