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What is Pay Equity? 
with Assemblywoman Pam Lampitt 

 
 

How can women earn the same as men? Most feminist issues have seen great 
improvement in the past 40 years, but the pay gap stubbornly remains an exception to that 
progress. This is probably because income often equals power, privilege and expanded life 
choices. And men, who make most of the pay decisions, do not want to give those things up. To 
keep women from realizing that they are being discriminated against, they prohibit employees 
from discussing their salaries with other workers. In general, these decisions are based on the 
fear that if women’s share of the pie gets bigger, men’s will be reduced. If you need proof of this, 
the major opponents to passage of the Equal Rights Amendment were the National Association 
of Manufacturers and the National Chambers of Commerce.  
 

Fortunately for women in New Jersey, Governor Phil Murphy signed the landmark 2018 
Equal Pay Act named for State Senator Diane Allen who worked diligently for its passage. One 
of the bills cosponsors, State Assemblywoman Pam Lampitt (Sixth Legislative District) will 
share with us how this new law puts New Jersey in the forefront of efforts to foster economic 
justice for women. 
 

Assemblywoman Lampitt began her political career as a member of the Cherry Hill 
Zoning Board (2003-2004) and as member of the Cherry Hill Township Council (2004-2008). 
She has represented Burlington and Camden counties in the New Jersey General Assembly since 
2006, serving as Deputy Speaker since 2012. She has a strong commitment to women’s rights 
and has been chair of the Women and Children Committee as well as sponsor or co-sponsor of 
many bills designed to assist women, particularly victims of domestic violence or rape. She was 
instrumental in passage of a bill to combat Maternal Mortality and laws to fight child sexual 
abuse. Assemblywoman Lampitt is currently Chair of the Education Committee and Vice Chair 
of the Financial Institutions and Insurance Committee.   
 

Please join us—and bring a friend—to what promises to be an enlightening evening. As 
always, our Program Meeting begins at 7:30 is open to the public and is held in the basement 
meeting hall at the First Baptist Church in Moorestown.  
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